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ABSTRACT

BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVE: Learning is a process that is related to several interactive factors and variables.
The most important factors includes: readiness, motivation and teaching method. Active participation of students is one
of the most effective factors in motivating and increasing the learning level. The present study was conducted to
compare the effects of two different teaching methods (traditional versus a new method based on active participation
of the students) on the learning level of the surgical technology students in one of their specific courses. The study was
performed at the Paramedical Faculty of Alborz University of Medical Sciences in 1390.

METHODS: In this semi-experimental study, 25 second semester surgical technologist students were participated.
The contents of the book (10 chapters) were divided into two parts. For the first 5 chapters, teaching and designing of
questions for the final exam were done by the lecturer (group A), however the students cooperatively participated in
teaching of other chapters and designed a number of questions, some of them were (randomly) selected for the final
exam (group B). Students’ scores in both groups were analyzed using Paired-Samples T test.

FINDINGS: The students’ mean scores in the questions designed by themselves (group B) and by lecturer (group A)
were 18.44+1.47 and 16.24+1.71, respectively. The difference is statistically important (p<<0.001).

CONCLUSION: Although, both teaching methods improved students’ learning, the results indicated that the active

participation of the students my be an effective way to increase their learning level and acquiring higher scores.

KEY WORDS: Educational model, Teaching, Collaboration, Learning.
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